Laparoscopic colostomy closure.
Perforated sigmoid diverticulitis often results in the patient undergoing a sigmoid resection, closure of the rectal stump, and an end sigmoid colostomy. To reestablish intestinal continuity, the patient must undergo a second major intra-abdominal operation. We have developed a technique of laparoscopic colostomy closure to reestablish intestinal continuity and have used it in two patients. Because of the reduced operative pain and shorter recovery period, this minimally invasive technique would be a better surgical alternative to colostomy closure.